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BE Av E R News from Christian Scott and Janna Brooker, Beaver Leaders

This Autumn term it was a bit of an on/off start with the loss of Queen Elizabeth. We
spent some time discussing and reflected on what our Queen meant to us and to Scouting. The Beavers had
some awesome stories and memories. Following the delayed start, we have had a lot of fun, making fires and
marshmallow cooking which works towards our Camp Craft Badge, we have done our sports badge, talked about
how we can help our community locally and further a field for our community impacted badge. Halloween was
super fun with games and biscuits to decorate, the Beavers seemed to love dunking their face in the flour!?!
We’ve had a paediatric nurse come to visit and teach us some emergency aid, worked on safety and we finish
the term with the Beaver Carol Concert and Christmas fun.

cu bs News from Rachel Keen, Cub Leader

Cubs restarted with our postponed rafting trip to Stanborough Lakes — great (wet!) fun was had by all! This was
followed by our annual camp at Lees Wood — we had nearly the full pack join us, which was fabulous. We played
wide games, made dens, pioneered, crafted bows and arrows and went fishing. It was a lovely weekend. Our first
proper meeting up at the hut saw Sixes taking part in a large-scale Cluedo game around the grounds. In the fol-
lowing weeks, we focussed on Navigator badge work. As part of this badge, we went off-site and undertook a
treasure hunt around Harpenden. It was great to see the Cubs so engaged in looking at maps and understanding
grid references — key skills that every good Cub should possess! Cubs have also worked together in teams to
create a giant marble run — an old favourite of the 3rd's! We have been lucky enough to return to the Fire Station,
where we had a fabulous tour of the Station, met the crews and got to play with large hoses.

Just before half-term, we gave over the meeting to our capable Sixers and Seconders, who led the pack in a vari-
ety of games. In sport, the 3rds won the District 5-aside Football competition for the third year on the run which is
a great achievement. After the half-term, a couple of our Sixers planned and delivered an activity based on green
screen technology and another on bottle rockets. A huge well done to all the Sixers and Seconders for their team
leader skills. We also had an investiture and all Cubs took part in renewing their promise — this time we promised
to ‘do my duty to the King’. In November, we went off on a night hike and the week after we finished off our Fire
Safety badge. Later on this term, we will be taking part in the District Cubs Carol Concert, the District Christmas
Card delivery service and rounding off the term with a trip to Planet Ice!
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Scou ts News from Leader Jane Burns

We took 23 scouts on an adventure this summer to the huge Poacher International Jamboree Camp in Lincoln-
shire - with 10,000 other scouts! Highlights included driving cars, tanks and diggers, clay pigeon-shooting with
shot guns, many water-themed activities and one scout was even brave enough to go caving, off-site. Fun was
had by all at one of the largest camps of its kind in the UK, with a huge main stage showing films and live acts
throughout the week, including an air display and fireworks at the closing ceremony. Summer camp next year
will be a more leisurely, bushcraft kind of camp in beautiful Snowdonia — please sign up if you haven’t already!
We have welcomed 4 new Scouts from Cubs this term and been busy with indoor pioneering, raising funds for
the charity Young Minds and getting ready for the first Green Beret Challenge competition since 2019! Three
teams of 3rds Scouts competed alongside 150 other teams from all over Hertfordshire to tackle an assault
course, orienteering competition and a day and evening full of physical and mental challenges. A wonderful,
muddy, eggy bread and easy peeler-fuelled time was had by all! A visit from our local community police officers
was also enjoyed recently, especially being handcuffed...! 3rds Scouts also helped at the local Hedgehog Sanc-
tuary, whilst the ITV television crew were filming—footage may still be available on ITV hub news section. We
will be bowling, fire-lighting and helping with Santa’s Sleigh in the run-up to Christmas. Hello to Noa who has
come back to help us as a young leader and goodbye to senior scout Kuzey, leaving at the end of this term.

And last but certainly not least, we would like to say a BIG thank you to
Jeremy, who has sadly stepped down from his role of Chairman at the
3rds. Jeremy has been a huge part of the Scouting life at the 3rds for
sometime, and although he will continue to be involved in some capac-
ity of the 3rds group, he has stepped back from Chairman duties. We
will sorely miss you and thank you for everything you have done for the
3rds at a local and district level. Three cheers for Jeremy; hip hip hoo-
ray, hip hip hooray and hip hip hooray!

3rd Executive committee

Looking for a venue for a birthday party, celebra-

tion etc? Our hut is available for hire. Great space TBC - Chairman

inside and a fantastic outside area too. If you are Dave Burns - Secretary

interested please contact Carl on: Martin Allen - Group Scout Leader

hutbookings@3rdharpenden.co.uk Leonie Monks & Charlotte Walsh - Treasurer

Martyn Allison - Fundraising & Social
Carl Hibbert- Hut Bookings

Tom Yarrow - Hut and Ground management

Amanda Ellison - Communications

Merry Christmas & HGPPY New Get in touch if you have any ideas to share or would like to
\/ear-! be more involved: gsl.3rds@gmail.com




